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ABSTRACT: Mesocrystals are of great importance owing to their novel
hierarchical microstructures and potential applications. In the present work, a
simple additive-free method has been developed for the controllable synthesis of
manganese monoxide (MnO) mesocrystals, in which cheap manganese acetate
(Mn(Ac)2) and ethanol were used as raw materials without involving any other
expensive additives such as surfactants, polyelectrolyte, or polymers. The particle
size of the resulting MnO mesocrystals is tunable in the range 400−1500 nm by
simply altering the concentration of Mn(Ac)2 in ethanol. The percentage yield of
the octahedral MnO mesocrystals is about 38 wt % with respect to the starting
Mn(Ac)2. The selective adsorption of oligomers, which was resulted from the
polymerization of ethanol, acted as an important role for the mesocrystal formation.
A mechanism involving the oriented aggregation of MnO nanoparticle subunits and
the subsequent ripening process was proposed. Moreover, for the first time, the as-
synthesized MnO mesocrystals were employed as a novel template to fabricate functional materials with an octahedral
morphology including MnO@C core/shells, carbon, and graphitic hollow octahedrons. This method shows the importance of
mesocrystals not only for the field of material research but also for the application in functional materials synthesis.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Micro/nanomaterials have attracted great interest owing to
potential applications in adsorption, separation, catalysis,
energy, sensors, nanoelectronic devices, biotechnology, and
other areas.1−6 Recently, extensive efforts have been devoted to
the self-assembly of nanoparticles (NPs) into highly ordered
one-, two-, and three-dimensional architectures or super-
structures because of their importance in basic research and
potential applications.7−12 Particularly, mesocrystals, which are
a new class of nanostructured solid materials, have attracted
rapidly increasing interest since they were first proposed by
Cölfen and Antonietti in 2005.13 Mesocrystals usually have a
much higher crystallinity than polycrystalline materials and, in
some cases, exhibit the properties of single crystals. Therefore,
mesocrystals have a high potential for many applications, such
as catalysis, sensing, energy storage and conversion, separation,
optical storage, and drug delivery.14−20

To date, a large number of advanced techniques have been
developed to fabricate various mesocrystals, such as
CaCO3,

21−23 BaCO3,
24 BaSO4,

25 CoPt3,
26 copper oxalate,27

metal oxides,28−35 etc. However, in the most of these studies, to
get a mesocrystal with well-ordered morphology, the complex
and expensive organic additives, such as polyelectrolyte,36−38

surfactants,39−43 polymers,44−50 etc. as a crystal growth
modifier or template are often involved. The synthesis of
mesocrystals in a simple solution system has rarely been

demonstrated.51,52 Moreover, the control over the shape and
size of mesocrystals was difficult. Nevertheless, the mechanism
for mesocrystal synthesis is still poorly understood. Although
more and more mesocrystal systems have been synthesized, the
new physical and chemical properties arising from the
mesocrystal structure need to be revealed and their potential
application as functional materials is still far from being
exploited. Hence, establishing an efficient, simple, and low-cost
synthesis method for preparation of mesocrystals with
controllable size would be of great benefit to their large-scale
production and practical applications.
In the present work, we report a simple additive-free way to

prepare cubic MnO mesocrystals with an octahedron
morphology and tunable size. This method is based on the
reduction of manganese acetate (Mn(Ac)2) and ethanol in a
sealed autoclave system. The particle size of the well-ordered
mesocrystals can be tuned from 500 to 1500 nm by simply
varying the concentration of Mn(Ac)2 solution in ethanol.
Remarkably, the as-synthesized MnO mesocrystals were
employed, for the first time, as a novel template to fabricate
MnO@C core/shells, carbon, and graphitic hollow octahedrons
with controllable particle sizes. This method may provide an
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alternative to “classic” methods for the synthesis of metal
oxides, mesocrystals, and carbon hollow structures with specific
morphologies.

2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
2.1. Preparation of Well-Ordered MnO Mesocrystals. All

reagents were used as purchased without further treatment. In a typical
process, 1.0 g of manganese acetate (Mn(Ac)2) was dissolved in 40 g
of ethanol under magnetic stirring. Then the obtained solution was put
into a stainless steel autoclave with a 60 mL capacity, which was sealed
and then placed into an electric furnace. The temperature of the
furnace was increased to 400 °C in 30 min and maintained at 400 °C
for 12 h. After the solution cooled to room temperature naturally, the
jade-green precipitates were collected and washed with absolute
ethanol and distilled water for several times. The obtained products
were then dried in a vacuum at 60 °C for 6 h. Finally, about 0.38 g of
reseda power was obtained. The percentage yield of MnO was about
95 wt % with respect to the theoretical yield (the theoretical output is
about 0.40 g) and 38 wt % with respect to the Mn(Ac)2 starting
material.
2.2. Preparation of MnO@C Core/Shell Structures, Carbon,

and Graphitic Hollow Octahedrons. The precipitates prepared
through the above process and 10 mL of ethanol were placed into a
stainless steel autoclave with a 40 mL capacity. The autoclave was
sealed and then placed into an electric furnace. The temperature of the
furnace was increased to 600 °C in 60 min and maintained at 600 °C
for 6 h. After the solution cooled to room temperature naturally, the
black powder was collected. To prepare graphitic hollow octahedrons,
the unwashed MnO mesocrystals were calcined at 900 °C for 6 h
under nitrogen atmosphere in tubular furnace. All the obtained black
powders were washed with absolute ethanol and distilled water for
several times. To further prepare carbon hollow octahedrons, the
obtained black powder was dipped in dilute HCl(aq) (∼0.1 mol·L−1)
for 3 h under magnetic stirring and then washed with distilled water
for several times. All the obtained products were then dried in a
vacuum at 60 °C for 6 h.
2.3. Characterization. X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns were

recorded on an MSAL-XD2 X-ray diffractometer with Cu Kα radiation
(36 kV, 20 mA, λ = 1.5406 Å). Fourier transform infrared (FTIR)
spectra were measured by an Equinox 55 (Bruker) spectrometer with
the KBr pellet technique ranging from 500 to 4000 cm−1.
Morphologies and microstructures of the samples were characterized
by field-emission scanning electron microscopy (FESEM), trans-
mission electron microscopy (TEM), and high-resolution TEM
(HRTEM). The SEM measurements were taken with a Philips XL-
30 and JSM 6300F scanning electron microscopes. TEM images and
chemical elements of the products were obtained using a JEOL JEM-
2010 transmission electron microscope with an operating voltage of
200 kV. The specific surface areas were determined from nitrogen
adsorption using the Brunauer−Emmett−Teller (BET) equation. The
total pore volume was determined from the amount of gas adsorbed at
the relative pressure of 0.99. Pore size distribution was derived from
the analysis of the adsorption branch using the Barrett−Joyner−
Halenda (BJH) method.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Characterization of MnO Mesocrystals. Figure 1
shows FESEM images of the five representative samples
synthesized by the present additive-free approach, which are
assigned as MOM-500, MOM-600, MOM-750, MOM-900, and
MOM-1500) (MOM denotes manganese monoxide mesocrys-
tals, the number gives the mean particle size in nanometers).
Low resolution SEM images (Figure S1, Supporting
Information) also reveal that all the samples have the relatively
uniform octahedron morphology in large domains. As shown in
Figure 1a, the sample MOM-500 prepared at a low Mn(Ac)2/
ethanol ratio of 1:40 contains uniform octahedrons that are

separated from each other. The sizes of the octahedrons
typically range from 400 to 600 nm, with an average edge
length of approximately 500 nm. It can be observed that the
mean particle size of the MnO mesocrystals increases from 500
to 1500 nm as the mass ratio of Mn(Ac)2/ethanol increases
from 1:40 to 1:5 (Figure 1a−e). Figure 1f shows the top view of
one MnO octahedron, from which one can see that the
octahedron consists of four triangular faces and one rectangular
base with a mean edge length of 1500 nm. It is worth noting
that the rough surface and some NPs with sizes of 40−50 nm
can be observed for the sample MOM-1500 (Figure 1e−g),
suggesting the MnO octahedral mesocrystals are resulted from
self-assembling of MnO NP subunits rather than the classic
crystal growth.
Figure 2 presents the corresponding TEM images of the

MOM samples with different particle sizes. Figure 2a shows the
sample of MOM-500 has a uniform tetragonal projected shape,
consistent with the octahedron morphologies observed by
SEM. The edge lengths of the isolated octahedrons are
approximately 500 nm, which corresponds well with the
FESEM results. A typical TEM image of the boundary of a
single mesocrystal, further confirms that the MOM-500 consists
of nanosized subunits with sizes of around 30−40 nm (Figure
2a1). It may be noted that a large amount of nanopores with
sizes of around 3−4 nm can be observed inside the particle for
the MOM-500 (Figure 2a2), supporting the formation of
nanoporous mesocrystals. This result was further confirmed by
the N2 adsorption/desorption measurement, which indicated
the presence of rather uniform nanopores with an average
diameter of 3.8 nm (Figure S2, Supporting Information). The

Figure 1. SEM images of the well-ordered MnO mesocrystals with
different particle sizes: (a) MOM-500, 500 nm; (b) MOM-600, 600
nm; (c) MOM-750, 750 nm; (d) MOM-900, 900 nm; (e−g) MOM-
1500, 1500 nm. The mass ratio between Mn(Ac)2 and ethanol are
1:40, 1:20, 1:15, 1:10, and 1:5, respectively.
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BET surface area and the pore volume were determined to be
158 m2 g−1 and 0.23 m3 g−1, respectively. Figure 2b−e shows
the typical TEM images of MOM-600, MOM-750, MOM-900,
and MOM-1500, suggesting that the particle size of MnO
mesocrystals increases with increasing the concentration of
Mn(Ac)2 in ethanol. These results indicate that the particle size
of the MnO mesocrystals can be controlled by simply varying
the concentration of Mn(Ac)2 solution in ethanol.
The microstructure of the MnO mesocrystals was further

characterized by HRTEM measurement (Figures 2f−h). The
well-resolved lattice fringes give interplanar spacing of 0.26 and
0.22 nm, in good agreement with the distances of the (111) and
(200) planes, respectively, of cubic MnO (Figure 2g). The
corresponding selected area electron diffraction (SAED)
pattern (Figure 2h) evidently reveals the single-crystalline
nature of the MnO octahedrons. It is worth noting that a thin
amorphous layer with a thickness of around 3−4 nm can be
observed (indicated by white rings in Figure 2f), which may be
resulted from the selective adsorption of certain oligomers
formed by polymerization of organic species.53

3.2. Formation Mechanism of the MnO Mesocrystals.
To shed light on the formation mechanism of the MOMs, their
growth process was followed by examining the products
harvested at different intervals of reaction time. The precipitates
obtained at different reaction times without calcination were
characterized by electron microscopy, XRD, and FTIR. The
phase identification of the synthesized samples was carried by
XRD analysis. In a short reaction time, the ethanol-assisted
thermolysis of Mn(Ac)2 results in the formation of manganese
carbonate (MnCO3). For instance, the precipitates formed after
3 h of reaction at 400 °C are pure rhomb-centered MnCO3
(JCPDS no. 86-0173, Figure 3a). When the reaction time
increases to 6 h, the resultant MnCO3 begins to be
decomposed into MnO. It is worth noting that, at this stage,
the decomposition reaction of MnCO3 was uncompleted, and
thus the coexistence of MnO and MnCO3 can be observed in

the sample (Figure 3b). When the reaction time is prolonged to
12 h, the product is composed of phase-pure MnO, indicating
the complete decomposition of MnCO3 in the long reaction
time. As shown in Figure 3c, the XRD pattern of the sample
MOM-500 displays the following diffraction peaks (2θ[deg]):
34.96, 40.62, 58.75, 70.21, and 73.84, which can be correlated
to the (hkl) indices (111), (200), (220), (311), and (222),
respectively, indicating the formation of face-centered cubic
MnO (JCPDS PDF no. 89-4835). It is worth noting that the
diffraction intensity of (111) plane increases with even longer
reaction time, indicating the selective growth of MnO
crystalline in this process (Figure 3d).
Corresponding to the above phase evolution, the morphol-

ogies of the obtained samples are presented in Figure 4. In a
short reaction time of 3 h, MnCO3 NPs with size of around
30−40 nm can be obtained (Figure 4a−c). It is well known that
the self-assembly and mesoscale transformation can produce

Figure 2. TEM images of the well-ordered MOMs with different particle sizes: (a) MOM-500, 500 nm; (b) MOM-600, 600 nm; (c) MOM-750, 750
nm; (d) MOM-900, 900 nm; (e) MOM-1500, 1500 nm. (f, g) HRTEM images and (h) corresponding SAED pattern of the sample MOM-500.

Figure 3. XRD patterns of the samples obtained by the reaction of 1.0
g of Mn(Ac)2 in 40 g of ethanol at a temperature of 400 °C for
different reaction times: (a) 3 h, (b) 6 h, (c) 12 h, and (d) 24 h.
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mesocrystals with controlled structures and morphologies.54,55

In the present case, with the increase of reaction time, the NPs
are self-assembled into larger aggregates with quasi-polyhedral
morphologies (Figure 4d−f). Meanwhile, MnCO3 begins to
decompose into MnO crystals when the reaction time is
increased to 12 h, and pure-phased MnO mesostructures with
an octahedron morphology can be obtained (Figure 1). The
ripening or fusion of these MnO NP subunits results in the
formation of MnO octahedrons with smoother surfaces when
the reaction time is further prolonged to 24 h (Figure 4 g−i).
From the HRTEM images shown in Figure S3 (Supporting
Information), a thin amorphous layer with thickness of about
3−4 nm can be observed clearly, also indicating the presence of
oligomers on the surface of the mesocrystals.
The presence of the oligomers can be further confirmed by

FTIR spectroscopy of the corresponding samples (Figure 5). It
reveals that a strong characteristic peak at 3440 cm−1 is

attributed to the OH bending vibration, which implies the
existence of hydroxyl groups. The absorption peak at 1090
cm−1 corresponds to the COH stretching and OH bending
vibrations, and the peaks at 2927 and 2850 cm−1 originate from
the CH stretching vibration. The bands at around 1636 cm−1

can be attributed to CC vibrations, suggesting the
aromatization of ethanol; whereas other bands in the 1000−
1450 cm−1 range correspond to CO (hydroxyl, ester, or
ether) stretching and OH bending vibrations. As denoted by
■, two peaks at around 626 and 518 cm−1 arise from the
stretching vibration of the MnO and MnOMn
bonds.56−58 The vibration bands for CO stretching that are
normally observed at 1463.4 and 875.7 cm−1 for CO3

2− shift
down to 1433 and 862 cm‑1, respectively (denoted by ●). This
shift maybe results from the vibration motion of CO3

2−, which
is restricted by the surface adsorption of organic groups such as
hydroxyl and carboxyl, similarly to the results in our previous
work.53 These results indicate that there is a large number of
oligomers with hydroxyl and carboxyl groups on the surfaces of
MOMs, which is in good agreement with HRTEM
observations. As the reaction time is increased, ethanol is
transformed into organic species, such as ethers, esters, or other
oligomers. It is worth noting that the transformation including
dehydration and polymerization of ethanol is complicated, and
the component of the resulted organic species is very complex.
Although it is difficult to determine the component of these
organic species accurately, it can be believed that the
coordination between these organic species and MnCO3 and
MnO NPs was prerequisite for MnO octahedron formation.
On the basis of the above time-dependent transformation

process, the formation mechanism of MnO octahedral
mesocrystals and their shape evolution can be illustrated in
detail in Scheme 1. Firstly, a large number of MnCO3
nanocrystallites nucleate and grow into small NPs in the initial
stage. The obtained MnCO3 is decomposed into MnO owing
to the high temperature with the increase of the reaction time.

Figure 4. SEM and TEM images of the samples obtained by solvothermal reaction of 1.0 g of Mn(Ac)2 in 40 g of ethanol at a temperature of 400 °C
for different reaction times: (a−c) 3 h, (d−f) 6 h, and (g−i) 24h.

Figure 5. FTIR spectra of the samples obtained by the reaction of 1.0
g of Mn(Ac)2 in 40 g of ethanol at a temperature of 400 °C for
different reaction times: (a) 3 h, (b) 6 h, and (c) 12 h.
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Meanwhile, the polymerization of ethanol and other organic
species results in the formation of certain oligomers, which can
be absorbed selectively onto the surfaces of MnCO3 and MnO
nanocrystals confining their growth into large crystals. To
minimize the overall energy of the system, these small NPs tend
to aggregate together to form MnO quasi-polyhedrons.59,60

Subsequently, the quasi-polyhedral aggregates change into
octahedrons due to the ripening mechanism. Therefore, MnO
octahedral mesocrystals are obtained through the synergic
effect of oriented attachment and ripening mechanism.
To further prove this formation mechanism, a control

experiment was conducted in which the MnCO3 NPs produced
without ethanol were employed for the subsequent growth in
solution containing a certain amount of ethanol at 400 °C.
Figure 6 shows the TEM images of the small MnCO3 NPs with

size of 20−30 nm using distilled water instead of ethanol with
other experimental conditions kept the same. It can be seen
that when MnCO3 NPs were solvothermal treated in ethanol at
400 °C for 3 h, the small NPs have already had the tendency to
be oriented-attached and aggregated with each other (Figure
6b,c). When the reaction time was increased to 12 h, MnO

octahedral mesocrystal composed of small NPs and with size of
about 1400 nm were formed (Figure 6d). It is worth noting
that the oriented attachment process is dynamically slow in the
present case, because the polymerization of ethanol is a very
slow process. It can be concluded that the formation process of
the MnO mesocrystals involves two consecutive stages. At the
initial stage, an oriented attachment process is dominating,
whereas at the subsequent stage, a ripening process dominates.
The initial oriented attachment process is critical to this kind of
formation process based on the slow polymerization of ethanol
and subsequent selective-adsorption of resulted oligomers,
which is different to the reported Cu2O microcrystals using
oleic acid as selective adsorption additive.61

On the basis of the above results, it is reasonable to reason
that the present strategy based on the oriented attachment and
ripening mechanism provides a simple, cost-effective way to
synthesize MnO mesocrystals with an octahedral morphology
by using Mn(Ac)2 and ethanol as starting materials. It is worth
noting that this method can also be employed to synthesize
other metal oxide mesocrystals with polyhedral morphologies.
For example, nickel monoxide polyhedral mesocrystals could
also be prepared by using nickel acetate instead of Mn(AC)2
while keeping other experimental parameters consistent (Figure
S4, Supporting Information). The inset in Figure S4
(Supporting Information) shows the magnified SEM image of
one single mesocrystal, clearly showing that the mesocrystal
consists of a large number of nickel monoxide NPs. These
results indicate that the present work will provide a general way
toward rational fabrication of various kinds of metal oxide
mesocrystals.

3.3. Characterization of MnO@C Core/Shell Struc-
tures. It has been demonstrated that the drawbacks resulting
from surface-absorbed surfactants were the unpredictable
influence on the toxicity of the NPs and the diminished
accessibility of the particle surface.62−64 However, the removal
of organic additives after synthesis is still challenging to date,
though it may alter the surface chemistry unfavorably for
certain applications. In the present work, an amorphous layer
with thickness of about 3−4 nm can be observed clearly on the
surface of the mesocrystals, even though they have been washed
by distilled water and ethanol for several times, as shown in
Figures 2 and S3 (Supporting Information). Fortunately, these
MnO mesocrystals with adsorbed oligomers were employed as
starting materials to fabricate MnO@C core/shell structures,
for the first time, which is then subjected to an HCl etching
process resulting in the formation of carbon hollow
octahedrons (CHOs) with controllable sizes.

Scheme 1. Schematic Illustration of the Formation Mechanism and the Shape-Evolution Processes of the Octahedral MOMs

Figure 6. (a) TEM image of MnCO3 small NPs prepared using
distilled water instead of ethanol at 400 °C for 3 h. (b and c) TEM and
HRTEM images of MnCO3 NPs after solvothermal treatment in
ethanol at 400 °C for 3 h, the annulus in (c) showing one of the areas
where the NPs have already been oriented and aggregated with each
other. (d) TEM image of MnO mesocrystals prepared by solvothermal
treatment of MnCO3 NPs in ethanol at 400 °C for 12 h.
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When calcined at a higher temperature, the absorbed
oligomers will be carbonized in situ onto the surfaces of the
MOMs, resulting in the formation of MnO@C core/shell
octahedrons. As shown in the SEM images (Figure 7a,b), these
core/shell structures present relatively perfect octahedral
morphologies (Figure 7b inset), of which the edge length is
about 600−800 nm. From the TEM images in Figures 7c,d, the
core/shell octahedrons can be observed clearly, and the shell
thickness is about 40 nm (Figure 7d inset). The corresponding
energy dispersive spectroscopy (EDS) spectrum reveals the
presence of elements of Mn, O, and C, and the calculated
atomic ratio of Mn:O is about 0.95:1, indicating the presence of
MnO and C rather than MnCO3 in this core/shell sample. The
HRTEM image taken from the broken area of a single
octahedron (Figure 3e,f), further demonstrates the core is
MnO and the shell is amorphous carbon in low graphitic level
due to the relatively low carbonization temperature of 600 °C.

When other MOM samples are carbonized under the same
conditions, similar MnO@C core/shell structures with an
octahedron morphology can be obtained. It can be observed
from the SEM and TEM images shown in Figure 8 that the
sizes of the core/shell octahedrons increase with the particle
sizes of the employed MOM samples, but the shell thickness of
these obtained core/shell samples are little different (about 40
nm) under the same carbonization conditions. These results
indicate that the size of the MnO@C core/shell octahedrons
can be controlled by the used MOM sample, which can be
tuned simply by varying the concentration of Mn(Ac)2 in
ethanol.

3.4. Characterization of Carbon Hollow Octahedrons
(CHOs). On the basis of the above experimental results, it can
be concluded that the MOMs can be used as raw materials for
the fabrication of MnO@C core/shell octahedrons because
their surfaces were encapsulated by the adsorbed oligomers,

Figure 7. (a, b) SEM, (c, d) TEM, and (e, f) HRTEM images of the obtained MnO@C core/shell octahedrons using MOM-600 as starting material.
Inset in c shows the corresponding EDS spectrum. Carbonization conditions: 600 °C, 6 h.

Figure 8. SEM and TEM images of the synthesized MnO@C core/shell octahedrons using different MOM samples as starting materials: (a−c)
MOM-500, (d−f) MOM-750, and (g−i) MOM-900. Carbonization conditions: 600 °C, 6h.
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which can be in situ carbonized on the surface of MOMs. After
the removal of the inner MnO cores by HCl etching, the
octahedron morphologies can be retained well and thus carbon
hollow octahedrons (CHOs) can be formed.
Figure 9 shows the SEM and TEM images of the as-prepared

CHOs by in situ carbonization of MOM-600 followed by HCl

etching. As shown in Figure 9a, large-area carbon hollow
octahedrons with a relatively uniform size were obtained. The
enlarged SEM image in Figure 9b shows some broken
octahedrons, suggesting the hollow structures of the sample.
The top view in the inset of Figure 9b clearly illustrates the
perfect octahedral shapes. Figure 9c presents the top view of
one single hemi-octahedron, clearly depicting the octahedral
shape of the hollow interior of CHOs, and the average edge
length of the octahedron is about 600 nm. The TEM image in
Figure 9d shows the general morphology of the CHOs with a
thickness of about 30−50 nm and a cavity size of about 500−

800 nm, which is slightly smaller than that of the core/shell
structures owing to the structure shrinkage in the core removal
process. The HRTEM image in Figure 9e and the
corresponding SAED pattern in Figure 9f show the shell of
CHOs is amorphous, which is consistent with the HRTEM
observation in Figure 7e. These results indicate that the CHOs
were from the in situ template effect of MnO octahedral
mesocrystals, in which the in situ carbonization of the adsorbed
oligomers resulted in the fabrication of MnO@C core/shell
octahedrons.
As expected, the particle and cavity sizes of the carbon

hollow octahedrons can be controlled by the sizes of the
employed MOM template. The morphology observations of
different CHO samples using different MOM templates can
substantiate the above conclusion (Figure 10). The particle
sizes of these CHO samples are about 600−850, 800−900, and
850−950 nm, when using MOM-600, MOM-750, and MOM-
900 as in situ templates, respectively. It can also be seen that
the cavity sizes of the CHOs are close to those of the MnO
templates, and their shell thickness are similarly of about 40
nm, well consisting with the sizes of MnO@C core/shell
octahedrons. These results suggest that the sizes of the CHOs
can be controlled by the employed MnO octahedral
mesocrystals, of which the sizes can be tuned by simply
varying the concentration of Mn(Ac)2 in ethanol. Owing to
their novel morphology, large hollow interior, and controllable
size, the synthesized CHOs may be of potential importance in
various fields such as catalyst supports, microreactors, and
energy storage, etc.
It should be noted that the oligomers absorbed on the

surface of MOMs play a crucial role in the formation of a
uniform carbon shell cover on the MOM surface. One of the
direct evidences is that no CHOs with a well-defined shell
could be obtained when the oligomers were removed by
calcined under air atmosphere at 450 °C. As shown in Figure
S5 (Supporting Information), a large number of carbon thin

Figure 9. (a−c) SEM, (d) TEM, (e) HRTEM images, and (f)
corresponding SAED pattern of the obtained CHOs using MOM-600
as starting material followed with HCl etching. Carbonization
conditions: 600 °C, 6 h.

Figure 10. SEM and TEM images of the synthesized CHOs using different MOM samples as starting materials followed by HCl etching: (a−c)
MOM-500, (d−f) MOM-750, and (g−i) MOM-900. Carbonization conditions: 600 °C, 6h.
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sheets and few broken CHOs were obtained, indicating the
nonuniform coating resulted in the inhomogeneous carbon
shell when the oligomer shell was removed. In addition, the
calcination time is another important factor to form a uniform
carbon shell. In a short calcination time, a thin carbon shell was
formed on the MOM surface, which also led to the formation
of a large number of broken CHOs after HCl etching (Figure
S6, Supporting Information). These results suggest that the
absorbed oligomer layer and longer calcination time are
important for the formation of uniform carbon shells and
relatively perfect carbon hollow octahedrons.
3.5. Characterization of Graphitic Hollow Octahe-

drons (CHOs). Hollow graphitic carbons, including hollow
spheres, nanocages, graphitic nanotubes, and capsules, have
attracted growing attention owing to their promising
applications in various fields of Li-ion batteries, catalyst
supports, supercapacitors, and hydrogen storage.65−68 Although
polyhedral graphitic cages have been prepared previously,69,70

the GHOs with high purities were difficult to obtain. In the
present, a high purity of GHOs could be obtained by using
MOMs as a template (MOM-600 as the example). The product
was prepared by calcination in tubular furnace at a temperature
of 900 °C followed by HCl etching. Figure 11a shows the
typical XRD pattern of GHOs, in which four typical diffraction
peaks: (002), (101), (100), (004), and (100), of graphite
(JCPDS No. 75-1621) denote a high degree of graphitization of
the GHOs. As shown in the Raman spectrum in Figure 11b, the
intensity of the ID/IG ratio is ∼0.45, further indicating the high
graphitization degree, which conforms with the XRD results.
The morphology of the resulting GHOs was examined by

SEM and TEM. Bulk quantities of octahedrons with a relative
particle size of 600−900 nm can be observed, as shown in
Figure 11c. Figure 11d clearly illustrates the perfect octahedral
shape, and the average edge length of HGOs is about 600−900
nm. Figure 11e displays the TEM image of HGOs with a
uniform shell thickness of about 30−50 nm and an inner
spacing of about 500−800 nm, consistent with the size of the
employed template of MOM-600. From the SEM and TEM
results, no other types of carbons could be seen, indicating the
high purity of the as-prepared GHOs. The electron diffraction

pattern is shown in the inset of Figure 11d. Figure11f presents a
single octahedron with an edge length of 800−900 nm. From
the HRTEM image in Figure 11g, graphitic carbon layers could
be observed. The magnified HRTEM image (inset of Figure
11g) reveals a periodic fringe spacing of 0.34 nm corresponding
to the interplanar spacing between the (200) planes of graphitic
carbon, indicating the high degree of graphitization of GHOs,
which is in good agreement with the XRD and Raman results.

4. CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, manganese monoxide mesocrystals (MOMs)
with uniform octahedron morphologies and controllable
particle sizes have been successfully prepared by a simple
additive-free method, in which manganese acetate and ethanol
were used as raw materials. The selective adsorption of
oligomers, resulted from the polymerization of ethanol, may
play an important role in the mesocrystal formation process. A
mechanism involving the oriented attachment of MnO NP
subunits and subsequent ripening process is proposed.
Remarkably, the as-prepared MnO octahedral mesocrystals
were employed as in situ template to fabricate of MnO@C
core/shells and carbon hollow octahedrons, in which the
adsorbed oligomers acted as a carbon precursor for carbon shell
formation. The particle sizes of MOMs, MnO@C core/shell
octahedrons, and carbon hollow octahedrons can be tuned by
simply varying the concentration of manganese acetate in
ethanol. This novel strategy based on the oriented attachment
and ripening mechanism will certainly open alternative
doorways toward rational fabrication of various kinds of
metal oxide mesocrystals, metal oxide@carbon core/shell
materials, and carbon hollow structures with unique morphol-
ogies, controllable particle sizes, and large hollow interiors,
which will shed new light on their novel applications and
fundamental properties. Furthermore, in the present work,
simple alcohol was used to direct the growth and aggregate that
could lead to a better understanding of how organic species
affect crystal growth, which is important in biomineralization
and other materials sciences. This also shows the importance of
mesocrystals not only for the field of material research but also
for the application in functional materials synthesis.

Figure 11. (a) XRD, (b) Raman spectrum, (c, d) SEM images, (e, f) TEM images, and (g) HRTEM image of the as-prepared HGOs using MOM-
600 as a template.
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